Ruby Esther McKinney

February 11, 1922 - April 6, 2013

Ruby Esther McKinney of Bolivar, Missouri, was born February 11, 1922, in
Lilbourn, Missouri, to Martin L. and Maude (Gunter) Graham. She went home
to be with the Lord on April 6, 2013 following a short illness. Ruby had two
brothers, Fred H. Graham and Gene Graham, whom preceded her in death.
Ruby was united in marriage to L. George McKinney on July 28, 1942 at
Second Baptist Church in Poplar Bluff, Missouri. George and Ruby marked
their 70th wedding anniversary last year with a family celebration. Ruby was
saved and professed Jesus as her Lord and Savior as an adult and was
baptized with George in the Black River in 1947. Ruby was a long time
member of Southern Hills Baptist Church in Bolivar, Missouri. George and
Ruby were blessed with two daughters, Evelyn J. Peterie and L. Carol
Vermillion who precede them in death.

Ruby is survived by husband George, son-in-law Jim Vermillion, and
grandchildren, Kimberly (Enyart) Cunningham and husband Jeff, Todd
Vermillion and wife Manda, Jody Enyart, Jordan Vermillion and wife Erica, and
Josh Vermillion and wife Krissy. Also surviving her are 13 great-grandchildren,
two great-great-grandchildren, and several nieces and nephews.

Ruby worked with George and cooked when they owned restaurants in Poplar
Bluff, Missouri and Greenville, Missouri. They later operated the student union
snack bar at Southwest Baptist College in Bolivar, Missouri. She also worked
as a phlebotomist for Dr. Roper in Ozark, Missouri and at Baptist Hospital and
St. John’s Hospital in Springfield, Missouri. Ruby enjoyed painting and was



recognized as an area artist for an oil painting of poet Walt Whitman. Ruby
was also a quilter and made personalized quilts for each grandchild and great-
grandchild. Ruby’s experience in the restaurant business honed her talent for
cooking large meals on short notice. Her family treasured years of her home-
cooked meals and she and George continued to host family in their home until
recent months.

Visitation will be Tuesday, April 9, 2013 from 5 to 7 p.m. at Butler Funeral
Home, 407 E. Broadway Street, Bolivar, Missouri. The funeral service will be
conducted by Dr. Gary Urich on Wednesday, April 10, 2013 at 10 a.m. at
Butler Funeral Home, Bolivar, Missouri.

Pall bearers will be Ted Bachman, Gene Carrell, Don Crozier, Gary Rice,
Larry Smith, and Duane Steinle.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be made to Gideons
International.

Friends and family may sign the guestbook or leave private condolences at w
ww.butlerfuneralhome.com
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Tribute Wall

Ruby Esther McKinney

October 05, 2023 at 05:18 AM

Ruby Esther McKinney

January 26, 2023 at 04:15 PM
| was so sorry to hear about Ruby, George. You can take comfort in
knowing she is in a wonderful place now with that pretty smile on
her face. | will keep you in my prayers.

Melissa Crites - April 09, 2013 at 12:00 AM
A beautiful lady has gone home. She will be greatly missed here,
but greatly welcomed in heaven. My prayers are with all of the

family. Your family is so special to my family. We love you.

Charlotte Curtis - April 08, 2013 at 12:00 AM

Our thoughts and prayers are with you

Skip & Saundra Dane - April 08, 2013 at 12:00 AM
Our sympathy goes out to you, George, and your family. May His
comfort be yours.

Hugh and Twila Smith - April 07, 2013 at 12:00 AM



