Nola Mae Hegle

November 2, 1930 - April 19, 2018

Nola Mae Hegle, involved in Bolivar business for 50 years with her husband
Weldon, died April 19, 2018 at Citizens Memorial Healthcare Facility in
Bolivar. She was 87.

She was born Nov. 2, 1930, in Latimer, KS to Clarence and Dora Wendt. She
met Weldon Hegle in Herington, KS on Feb. 4, 1950. They married on the
following New Year’s Eve and never parted until death. He often said he knew
she was the girl of his dreams at first sight.

Three children were born to that union, Steven Wayne, Gary Lynn and
Deborah Jean.

Weldon and Nola stayed on the farm four years and then moved first to
Lawrence, KS and then to Kansas City and Marshall before finally settling in
Bolivar in 1962, where Weldon became the manager of the Russell Newport’s
Ben Franklin Store.

They bought that store in 1974, renamed it Hegle’s Variety, and added the
Bolivar Department Store. They operated both stores for about five years.

They then started Hegle's Woodworks and operated it until retirement in 2012
after 50 years of business in Bolivar.



Nola was a homemaker in addition to being Weldon’s partner in the business.
They traveled the United States together setting up shows and selling
souvenirs to retailers and theme parks. They sold to businesses in all 50
states and as many as 12 other countries. Individuals and businesses
throughout this area crafted many of the items they bought and then sold.

Nola was a devout Christian and member of Bolivar’s Open Hearts United
Methodist Church, where she sang in the choir for a number of years. She
also sang with the local Sweet Adelines and served as an assistant Girl Scout
leader.

She and Weldon were fixtures at Southwest Baptist University basketball
games for many years, active in the Sixth Man Club.

Besides her parents, Nola was preceded in death by her son, Steven.

Survivors include Weldon; her son and daughter-in-law Gary and Veva Hegle
of Bolivar; daughter Deborah Vaughn of Joplin; daughter-in-law Venus Hegle
of Liberty; seven grandchildren; six great-grandchildren; two brothers, Ronald
Wendt and wife Betty of Mozier, IL and Dennis Wendt and wife Mary of
Herington, KS; and a sister, Suzan Hawkes, also of Herington.

Visitation is from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m., Monday, April 23 at Butler Funeral Home
Chapel in Bolivar. Services are also there at 11a.m., with burial at Greenwood
Cemetery.

Memorial donations are recommended to Bolivar’s Open Hearts United
Methodist Church or Southwest Baptist University.



Cemetery Details

Greenwood Cemetery

S. Dunnegan Ave.
Bolivar, MO 65613

Previous Events
Visitation

APR 23. 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Butler Funeral Home - Bolivar
407 E. Broadway

Bolivar, MO 65613

(417) 326-5233
https://butlerfuneralhome.com/

Funeral Service

APR 23. 11:00 AM (CT)

Butler Funeral Home - Bolivar
407 E. Broadway

Bolivar, MO 65613

(417) 326-5233
https://butlerfuneralhome.com/


https://butlerfuneralhome.com/
https://butlerfuneralhome.com/

Tribute Wall

Nola Mae Hegle

October 05, 2023 at 05:18 AM

Nola Mae Hegle

January 26, 2023 at 04:15 PM

Margie Hill lit a candle in memory of Nola Mae ]

Hegle

Margie Hill - September 12, 2018 at 11:04 PM

Our deepest condolences for you Weldon and family and friends.
May God hold you in the palm of His hand to comfort you. Be
Reassured Nola is Home. His peace, we pray for you and your
family.

Rocky and Margie Hill

Novelty supplier Hill Craft

Margie Hill - September 12, 2018 at 11:03 PM



Dear Hegle Family,

| was saddened to hear of Nola's passing. |
have fond memories of her growing up in the
Methodist Church. She always had a kind word
& smile for those around her. She will be

missed by all who knew her.

I'm certain she & Steven are celebrating together in Heaven! Until
we meet again.....

You're all in my Prayers & Thoughts at this time.
Helen Ann Strack
Helen Strack - April 23, 2018 at 11:23 AM
Sorry for your loss. You will be in our prayers. Mike and Sharon
Payne

Sharon Payne - April 20, 2018 at 10:09 AM



