
James "Mel" Pulley
August 3, 1933 - September 11, 2015

James ‘Mel’ Melvin Pulley died Friday, September 11, 2015 at his home in
Bolivar,Missouri. 

He leaves behind a loving wife of 54 years, Gretchen Jewell Pulley, three
daughters: Paula Pulley Hubbert, Ann Pulley Paris, and Lory Pulley Warren,
two son in laws: Steve Hubbert and John Warren, six grandchildren: Ashton
Paris and his wife Jennifer Paris, Ian Paris,Christian Paris, Francie Hubbert,
John Hubbert, and Lucy Warren, two great grandchildren: Zegan Paris, and
Zoey Paris, and his sister, Jaunice Pulley. Mel is also survived by many
nieces, nephews, and cousins. 

 

Mel was preceded in death by his parents: Josie Lee and James Percy Pulley,
and five brothers: JP Pulley, Leon Pulley, Claude ‘Buddy’ Pulley, Lamar Pulley,
and Dan Pulley. 

Mel was born in Stonewall, Mississippi on August 3, 1933, where he
graduated from Stonewall High School in 1951, he attended Jones County
Junior College on a football scholarship where he and his teammates played
for the Junior College National Championship in the Junior Rose Bowl in
Pasadena, California. That team was later inducted into the National 

 Junior College Hall of Fame. Mel graduated from University of Southern
Mississippi in 1958 and went to teach high school in Mississippi and



Minnesota. 

In the summer of 1960, he took a job driving a tour bus for Yellowstone
National Park, where he met the love of his life and was married to Gretchen
Jewell in 1961. He taught for 15 years and coached football, basketball, and
baseball for a cumulative 12 years in Minnesota. 

After teaching school for 15 years, he owned and operated eight radio stations
throughout the Midwest. He and his wife and three daughters moved to
Bolivar, Missouri in 1978. Most of his personal joys and experiences came
from owning and operating KYOO AM/FM radio in Bolivar, and hosting the
goofy, fun, eclectic radio show, Swap Shop. His true love of sports showed
through whenever he picked up a microphone and did play by play for any 

 and every local sports, being the voice of Liberator and Bearcat football,
basketball, and baseball games for many years. He also spent many nights
broadcasting from schools and colleges from every corner of the ozarks
imaginable and everywhere in between. Mel found the most professional
fulfillment in the relationships he built with his listeners. He truly encompasses
the American Dream of being a self made man, having the heart of 

 the community, and helping to encourage others fulfill their dreams as well. 
 

A visitation will be held on Monday, September 14, 2015 from 5:00-7:00 pm at
the Butler Funeral Home Chapel in Bolivar. Funeral Service will be held 10:00
am Tuesday, September 15, 2015 at Butler Funeral Home with Rev. Billy
Russell officiating. Burial to follow at the Mt. Gilead Cemetery in Bolivar.
Services for Mr. Pulley are under the care and direction of Butler Funeral
Home, Bolivar Missouri. 

Following services at the cemetery Mel's grandson Christian has requested
that anyone interested in smoking a cigar in Mel's honor to please bring a
cigar and smoke a cigar after the burial. 



The Family suggests memorial contributions be made to CMH Heart Center.
Friends and Family may send private condolences or sign the guestbook at w
ww.butlerfuneralhome.com 
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October 05, 2023 at 05:18 AM

James "Mel" Pulley

January 26, 2023 at 04:15 PM

James "Mel" Pulley

Kitty Askew - June 19, 2016 at 03:36 PM

From your friends and neighbors on Pompano St., Destin, Fla...we
will never forget your great sense of humor and wonderful smile.
Thinking of you Gretchen and family.

Jane Fullerton Lemons - October 09, 2015 at 12:00 AM

Thinking of you all during this difficult time.

Marvin and Grace Pitts family - September 20, 2015 at 12:00 AM

Sorry to hear of Mels passing. Our thoughts and prayers are with
you.

Thomas Moseley - September 17, 2015 at 12:00 AM

James "Mel" Pulley
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Phyllis Herbert - September 16, 2015 at 12:00 AM

So sorry for the loss of your father. But he has to be in a better
place

RONALD BRUCE - September 15, 2015 at 12:00 AM

VERY SORRY TO HERE OF MELS PASSING BLESS YOU ALL

Lisa Varner-Steuber - September 15, 2015 at 12:00 AM

Dear Pulley Family, 
  

I am so sorry for the loss of Mel. He was a joy to everyone around
him. Sending prayers to the family.

Ted Sterling - September 14, 2015 at 12:00 AM

It is an honor that Mel considered me as a friend and a light has
gone out in Bolivar. My sympathy to all the family.

James Whitman - September 14, 2015 at 12:00 AM

Sorry for your loss.

Harlie and Nancy Gallatin - September 13, 2015 at 12:00 AM

You are in our thoughts and prayers.
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Barbi Carroll - September 13, 2015 at 12:00 AM

You and your family are in my thoughts and prayers! May the
memories you hold dear of Mel, bring you much peace and comfort
at this very difficult time!

Jeff & Jill Jachimek - September 13, 2015 at 12:00 AM

Lory, we are sending loving thoughts to you and your family during
this difficult time.

Steve and Wendy - September 13, 2015 at 12:00 AM

Dear Lory Gretchen, John, Lucy and family, 
 We are so sorry for your loss of dear Mel. We are sending prayers

and BIG LOVE to you all as you celebrate his life and love. 
Big Hugs and Peace To You, 

 Steve and Wendy

Dannie and Mary Jane Hubbert - September 12, 2015 at 12:00 AM

May God watch over and comfort your family.


