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March 12, 1928 - March 29, 2007

REV. HAROLD EUGENE BALL

The Rev. Harold Eugene Ball, 79, of Springfield, MO, went home to be with his
Lord on March 29, 2007 at The Neighbors at Quail Creek in Springfield. He
was born March 12, 1928 in Fort Scott, KS, the son of Roy R. and Iva J.
Nation Ball. He grew up in rural Linn County, KS and attended one-room
grade schools, graduating from Mound City High School in the class of 1945.

He attended Kansas University, Pittsburg State, and achieved his Bachelor of
Arts in Bible at Manhattan Bible College, Manhattan, KS. He earned his
Master of Divinity from The Graduate Seminary of Phillips University in Enid,
OK.

On June 22, 1947, he was united in marriage with Glenda M. Lamb and they
spent the next 59 years together. They became the parents of two sons. The
young couple farmed until late 1950 when they both made a dedication to the
ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), and enjoyed working
together in different opportunities of ministry. Both served on district and state
boards of Missouri churches, and Harold was Moderator of the churches in
Northwest Missouri for 3 years. He had a special interest in youth, and served
in youth camps for a number of years. He was president of the Kansas
Christian Ministers Institute in 1969. He served as pastor at Helena, OK;



LaCygne and Baxter Springs, KS; and Hume and Cedar Grove, Mountain
Grove, Clinton, Bolivar and Albany, MO, retiring in December 1992 after 42
years of active ministry. Following retirement, he and Glenda lived in Bolivar
for 13 years, moving to a retirement community in Springfield in January 2006.
Harold was an active member of South Street Christian Church in Springfield
as long as his health permitted. His cheerful, welcoming spirit and his strong
faith inspired many in the congregation as well as the community.

Harold enjoyed the local communities where he was active in ministerial
alliances and service clubs that reached out to those in need. He was busy
with the International Optimist Club, where he held offices in three different
clubs, including Distinguished President and Distinguished Lt. Governor, with
32 years of perfect attendance.

He had several hobbies. Genealogy had a fifty-year claim on his time. He and
Glenda did research on both of their families and he wrote a book on the Ball
family entitled From Saddle Bags to Satellites, covering the ancestry and
descendants of Shadrach Ball, his great-great-grandfather. Harold was also a
great-great-grandson of Temple Wayne, one of the original Jayhawkers.

Harold was preceded in death by his parents, one infant sister, lvaleen Ruth,
an infant brother, Clarence LeRoy, his father- and mother-in-law, two brothers-
in-law, and a special cousin, Nadine Ball, who was like his sister, as well as
several other cousins, aunts and uncles.

He is survived by his loving and devoted wife, Glenda; their sons Robert Allen
and wife Laura of Humboldt, KS; and Richard Arthur and wife Jan of Argyle,
TX; seven grandchildren, Tony Ball and wife Lisa of Wiley, TX; Jason Ball and
wife Crystal of Savannah, TX; Robbie Ball of Humboldt, KS; Kellie Ball of
Argyle, TX; James A. Ball, Joanna Ball and Jessica Ball of Kansas; three
step-grandchildren, Dwane Griffiths and wife Darlene, Joe Griffiths and Dawna



Griffiths; one great-granddaughter and 8 step-great-grandchildren; three
aunts, Lena Spencer of Vancouver, WA, Virgie Jones of Lincoln, AR, and
Katheryn McHone of Virginia Beach, VA; three sisters-in-law, Voneta Lewis of
Fort Scott, KS; LaVerne McGee and husband Ernest of Centerville, KS;
Marjorie Campbell of Raytown, MO; and one brother-in-law, LeRoy Lamb and
wife Nadine of Mound City, KS. He will be missed by many relatives and
cherished friends.

Services will be held at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, April 3, at South Street
Christian Church, Springfield. With Rev. George Lattimer and Rev. Janet
Givens officiating. Musical soloist will be Marty Holder and the organist will be
Mark Givens. Interment will be at 4:30 p.m. at Woodland Cemetery in Mound
City, KS. Services are under the direction of the Butler Funeral Home of
Bolivar. Casketbearers will be Tony Ball, Jason Ball, Robbie Ball, Jeremy
Davis, John Hale, Jesse Chance, Roger Swanagon, and Rick Coursey.
Memorial contributions may be made to the South Street Christian Church,
500 South St., Springfield, MO 65806

Friends may sign the guest book or send private condolences at www.butlerfu
neralhome.com
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Tribute Wall

Rev. Harold Eugene Ball

October 05, 2023 at 05:18 AM

Rev. Harold Eugene Ball

January 26, 2023 at 04:15 PM

Glenda and family, We send our deepest sympathy to you. Our
wedding was the last one Harold officated at in LaCygne before
moving. We have thought of him often through the almost 50 years

of our marriage.

Larry and Kay Coffin - April 06, 2007 at 12:00 AM

To the family of Rev. Ball. My deepest sympathy in your loss. | last
saw Rev. Ball at Jason's wedding and even though he was not well,
he had such a beautiful smile and gracious kindness about him. He
was an example to everyone by his love and dedication to the
ministry and the way he lived his life. | know he will be truly missed
but I'm sure God welcomed him with "open arms" - the way Rev.
Ball met every person in his lifetime.

Joyce Church - April 05, 2007 at 12:00 AM

Mrs. Ball and family. | wish to convey my condolences in the
passing of Mr. Ball. May God bring all of you peace and comfort at
this time. God bless all of you. Marvin E. Church

Marvin E. Church - April 03, 2007 at 12:00 AM



| was so sorry to hear of Rev. Ball's passing. He was a tremendous
influence in my life. He took an interest in me as a teenager,
encouraging me to participate in Optimist Oratorical contests. He
later showed me the importance of giving back to the community
through public service. His joyous spirit was infectious, and he will
be sorely missed.

Russell Jackson - April 03, 2007 at 12:00 AM

Glenda and family:

We extend to you our sympathies on the loss of our dear brother in
Christ Harold. He served honorably and cheerfully over the years.
Among his retired clergy brethren he was an inspiration. And | recall
comparing notes regarding genealogy. Due to being an election
judge I (Bill) will be unable to attend the service.

Bill & Lee

Bill & Lee Longman - April 02, 2007 at 12:00 AM

Rev. Harold Eugene Ball

Brian Church - April 02, 2007 at 12:00 AM



Mrs. Ball,

I'm not sure if you will remember me or not - | am Stanley Ball's
daughter, Jo. | was so sorry to hear of Mr. Ball's passing and please
know that my thoughts and prayers are with you. | so enjoyed the
time my dad and | spent with the two of you, and I'm sorry that | did
not find more time to visit with him. In the short time that | spoke
with him, | could tell that he was a very special person.

Jo (Ball) Arcudia

Jo Arcudia - April 01, 2007 at 12:00 AM

Glenda, Richard, Robert & family,

| just saw Rev. Ball's obituary in the online Joplin Globe. He
baptized me (years and years ago!) at FCC in Baxter Springs. |
remember him as a gentle and kind man, and a wonderful teacher.
Know that he made a difference on this earth, and that he surely
heard "Well done, good and faithful servant!" as he entered heaven.
May good memories and God's peace comfort you all.

Blessings,

Jana (Hawkins) Parker

Jana Parker - April 01, 2007 at 12:00 AM

Glenda our sympathy is with you at this time what memories we
have to share with others. The stories he shared with us will live on
in us, we will miss Harold here on earth but thank GOD we will see
him in glory. sharing our anniversy with you was awesome. yours in
christ George and Donna rae Lawler

George and donna Lawler - March 30, 2007 at 12:00 AM



