Gloria Morton Shell

October 27, 1921 - April 25, 2009

Gloria Morton Shell, age 87 of Bolivar, passed away at 9:15 AM Saturday,
April 25, 2009 at her home.

She was born on October 27, 1921 in Weaubleau, MO the daughter of William
Frederick Morton and Elsie Opal (Hardy) Morton.

Gloria was a graduate of the Bolivar High School in 1939 and of Southwest
Baptist University in Bolivar. She was united in marriage to Earl Lee Shell on
August 30, 1941 in Bismark, MO. The wedding was officiated by Robert L.
Shell, Baptist Minister Of The Gospel and father of Earl Lee Shell and the
marriage was witnessed by Nettie Maud (Long) Shell, mother of the groom
and by Ida Mabel Teters.

Gloria and "Shell", as she called her husband and Shell called Gloria "Pat",
lived in Bolivar for many years where Shell, was in partnership with his father-
in-law, Fred Morton in the Conoco Bulk Oil Distributorship. To this union one
daughter was born on Gloria's birthday, Sharon Lee Shell on October 27,
1943.

After retiring from the Conoco distributorship, Gloria and Shell were Shaklee
Products distributors for many years in this area.



In there early years of marriage, Gloria was actively involved in the Thursday
Musical Club, and later the Sweet Adeline's, where she sang with the group
and also in various quartets and the last quartet she sang with was the "Sho-
Me Tones" with Ruth Wommack, Mary Lou Butler and Dude Harmon and after
Dude moved from Bolivar, Pat Neil. They went to numerous singing events
with the Bolivar Chapter under the direction of Keith Kendall all over the state
of Missouri and the Midwest, winning many competitions in the group and with
their quartet.

In the late 60's, Gloria and Shell purchased the Lightfoot Title Company on the
square in Bolivar from Baxter Lightfoot and the name was changed to Shell
Title, which still goes by that name today. They owned it for several years
before being purchased by Kerry Douglas in 1983.

She was a longtime and faithful member of the First Baptist Church in Bolivar.

Gloria was preceded in death by her father Fred Morton in 1971, her mother
Opal Morton in 1981, her husband Earl Lee Shell in 1986, her brother William
Hardy Morton in 1988 and her daughter, Sharon Garrison in 2006.

She was affectionly known as "Nena" to her two grandchildren who survive,
her Grandson Jason Norman and wife Susanne of Kansas City, MO and her
great granddaughter, Macie Norman. Also her Granddaughter, Lucinda
Groves and husband Jon of Nixa, MO and her great granddaughters,
Samantha Groves, Jenna Groves and her great grandson, Nathan Groves. A
sister-in-law, Thelma Morton of Charlotte, NC, a son-in-law Stan Garrison of
Stockton, MO. Her two nephews, Marc Morton of St. Augustine, FL and Brec
Morton of Kansas City, MO. Gloria's extended family also included her special
friends and caregivers, Kathy Britton and Norma Ascher. Also a host of other



relatives and many, many friends who will miss her greatly.

Visitation for Gloria will be held on Thursday evening, April 30, 2009 from 6-7
at the Butler Funeral Home Chapel in Bolivar.

A celebration of her life will be held on Friday, May 1, 2009 at 11:00 AM at the
Butler Funeral Home Chapel in Bolivar with Rev. Billy Russell and Dr. Pat
Baker officiating. Musical selections were Ive Just Seen Jesus, In The
Presence Of The King, He Washed My Eyes With Tears, "Knowing You'll Be
There" by the Gaither Vocal Band Album and Solo by Stephen Whisler
singing, What Would Life Be Without Jesus. Congregational singing of To God
Be The Glory Pianist will be Dr. Bill Brown. Burial will be in the Greenwood
Cemetery in Bolivar under the care and direction of the Butler Funeral Home
of Bolivar. Casketbearers will be: Jason Norman, Jon Grove, Bill Wasson,
Keith Parminter, Don Ellis, Gary Lynch, Marc Morton, Brec Morton and Bill
Hooper.

Friends may sign the guest book or send private condolences at www.butlerfu
neralhome.com
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Tribute Wall

Gloria Morton Shell

October 05, 2023 at 05:18 AM

Gloria Morton Shell

January 26, 2023 at 04:15 PM

Although my mother and Gloria were cousins and lived within 30
miles, they did not often have time to visit one another until they
retired. | do remember meeting her as a child--her mother Opal was
languishing in bed, barely able to speak, and Gloria was exhausted
from caring for her--and yet she did, day after day, while maintaining
a household and a family.

I did not really get to know Gloria until her final years, and | feel
incredibly blessed that | had the chance to experience her amazing
humor and quick wit. She really was the crowning jewel of our
family. | treasure our weekly phone conversations and her wonderful
advice. She set such an example--I only hope that | can one day be
the kind of person that she was. | will miss her so much.

susan williams - May 01, 2009 at 12:00 AM



My condolences for all of you at the passing of your wonderful
grandmother. My mom, Dorothy Moffitt Sterling, and Gloria were
best friends in high school. | have heard many wonderful stories
about their shenanigans and events through those years. My
mother's mother (Mattie Higginbotham Moffitt) would not allow my
mother to wear make-up, so she stopped at Gloria's home every
day before and after school to apply her makeup - and to remove it
before going home. Mom has been gone since 1995, but I'd like to
think that she and Gloria are putting on their makeup together in
heaven.

My thoughts and prayers are with you at this time of your loss.
Vicki Sterling Johnson

Vicki Sterling Johnson - April 30, 2009 at 12:00 AM



